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TACS/AGILITY IN HAND & RIDDEN CLASSES 

 

 

 

I – DESCRIPTION 

- Valorisation of the Shetland pony, highlighting their physical and behavioural skills and to 
showcase their capacities as a pleasure or sport pony. 

- Evaluation of the ponies when faced with new challenges in certain spheres: respectful, calm, 
careful, reliable, willing, brave, confident….  

- Ponies are presented either ridden or in hand. 
- The couples must complete 12 tests and the pony is presented in hand at the end of their course. 

 

II – REGISTRATION OF PONIES 

- TACS (Agility) is open to all Shetland ponies who have a passport or identification papers. They 
may take part in the in hand TACS from age 1 and the ridden TACS from age 4. 

- A certificate of “good health” is required for each pony competing. 
- Any pony deemed to be unsound will be unable to participate. 
- A pony may only be presented one time ridden and one time in hand. 
- Stallions may not be presented by children of less than 10 years old. 
- Any pony or couple deemed dangerous or out of control will be excluded. 
- Mares with foals at foot are not allowed to compete is this competition. 

 

III – REGISTRATION CONDITIONS  

- Children should be aged at least 7 years old (10 years old and over to present a stallion) and their 
parent or legal guardian must sign a parental authorisation form. 

- Children between the ages of 7 and 12 years old should be accompanied by a responsible adult. 
 

IV – PARTICIPANTS OUTFIT 

- An appropriate outfit should be worn (clean and elegant). Closed shoes must been worn. Gloves 
are recommended. 

- Any unsuitable outfits could lead to the exclusion of the couple. 
 

RIDDEN TACS (Agility) 

- Outfit suitable for riding. 
- Riding hat, well fitting, in good condition within regulations. 
- A body protector is strongly advised for children. 
- Appropriate footwear should be worn, boots, mini chaps. 
- Spurs are not permitted. 
- A whip of 75cm or less is permitted, but it’s use could lead to the deduction of points. 
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IN HAND TACS (Agility) 

- Children must wear a well fitting hat in good condition within regulations. 
- A whip or stick of 75cm or less is permitted, but the way it is used could lead to the deduction of 

points. 
 

V – PONIES EQUIPMENT 

- The ponies tack and equipment should be safe, clean and in good condition. 
 
RIDDEN TACS  

- Ponies should be ridden in a bridle without side reins. 
- All types of bits are permitted, with the exception of gags and elevator bits, the jury will take into 

account the type of bit used. 
 

IN HAND TACS 

- Ponies may be presented in a headcollar or bridle without side reins.  Colts from 2 years old and 
Stallions must be presented in a bitted bridle. 

- All types of bits are permitted, with the exception of gags and elevator bits. 
 

VI – DIFFERENT CATEGORIES OF TESTS 

RIDDEN TACS: 

- Open to ponies aged 4 years old and over only. 
- There are two classes, depending on the age of the rider: 

• Riders from 7 to 16 years old. 
• Riders 16 years old and over. 

- Riders should have a good level of horsemanship and be at ease in walk, trot and canter. Should 
this not be the case, this may lead to exclusion. 

- Any couple deemed to be unsuitable in regards to the height of the pony/size or weight of the rider, 
may be excluded by the Jury. 

 
IN HAND TACS:  

- Ponies aged 1 year old and over may compete. 
- There are four classes, depending on the age of the handler and age of the pony: 

• Handlers from 7 to 16 years old. 
o Junior ponies: 1 to 3 years old. 
o Senior ponies: 4 years old and over. 

• Handlers 16 years old and over. 
o Junior ponies: 1 to 3 years old. 
o Senior ponies: 4 years old and over. 

 
Ponies who are 1 year old may do the Slalom part of the course in walk and the height of the jumps will be 
limited to 10cm. 
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VII – COURSE DESCRIPTION 

• INFRASTRUCTURE. 
- The course will be laid out on either a grass or sand arena, with a minimum size of 20m x40m. The 

natural landscape may be incorporated in the course. 
- The course is safe and secured for the ponies, handlers and riders. 
- Each obstacle is marked with an entry and exit gates where necessary. 
- The course may be based upon a theme (eg. farm, beach etc.). 

 
• THE COURSE. 

- On entering the ring, the participants should present themselves to the jury, giving their number, 
their name and that of their pony. 

- The number will be listed in the program and the couple should pass in this order, unless special 
permission is given by the jury. 

- The order of obstacles is clearly marked in numerical order.  
- The jury may verify a ponies identity before he starts the course by scanning his microchip. 
- A briefing and course walk is open to participants before the class begins. 
- No course walking is allowed once the class has begun. 
- You should not start the course until you are given direction to do so by the jury, this may lead to 

disqualification. 
- The course consists of 12 tests, 6 fixed tests and 6 chosen by the organiser. 
- An in hand presentation must be completed at the end of the 12 tests. 

 

• LAYOUT OF COURSE: 
- The couples enter the ring and halt and salute in front of the judge. They present themselves, then 

at the request of the judge they may start the course. 
- After completing tests numbers 1 to 10, the couple should make their way towards the horse-box, 

tie their pony up with a headcollar and lead-rope. For males of 2 years old or over, the headcollar 
should be placed over the bridle. A groom should assist any children aged below 12. The saddle 
should be removed from ponies for tests 11 and 12. 

- The couple should complete test No. 11 “picking up all 4 hooves” and test No. 12 “loading and 
unloading” into a horse-box. 

- The couple should then make their way to the “in-hand presentation” area of the course (halt in 
front of the judge, walk up and back in a straight line, do a triangle in trot, then halt in front of the 
judge). Ponies may be presented in a bridle or headcollar, with the exception of males 2 years and 
above, who must be in a bridle.   

 
• FIXED TESTS: 

 
- Halt with immobility of 10 seconds counted aloud by the judge (the judge will signal for you to move 

on). 
- Visual or noise surprise, e.g. opening up a map or umbrella/people behind a tree/starting an 

engine/honking a horn/musical instrument/banging on a barrel… 
- Jump, this may be artificial, e.g. cross pole or natural e.g. step down or up, tree trunk. The jump for 

1 year old ponies will be 10cm or less. 
- Direction (slalom, labyrinth…). Slalom to be completed in walk for 1 year olds. 
- Load and unload calmly into a 2 place horsebox or lorry. 
- Pick up each of the 4 hooves (pony tied up). 
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• FREE TESTS: 
 

- These tests are chosen by the organiser and his sense of imagination. 
- They must take into consideration the safety of the pony and rider/handler. 
- Here are some examples: 

• Reversing between two jump poles. 
• Curtain of ribbons, plastic bottles suspended. 
• Tarpaulins, Beach Towels, Carpets. 
• Pile of leaves, mud, uneven ground. 
• Natural water obstacle (stream, puddle, pond) or artificial (water jump tray or tarpaulin). 
• Road work signs and cones/flags/party balloons/washing line. 
• Bridge or see saw bridge. 
• Enclosure with animals (sheep, donkey, geese) or passing other ponies. 
• Direction – slalom, gymkhana, walking over branches or jump poles. 

 

VIII – JUDGING AND NOTATION: 

- The decision of the jury is final. 
- Scores are different according to the age of the pony (senior and junior categories). 
- The total score is out of 100, 60 of these points being attributed to the tests and 40 to the in hand 

presentation of the pony and couples harmony. 
- The quality and way that the tests are executed, the behaviour of the pony and handler or rider 

during the tests will affect the final score. 
 

• POINTS FOR THE TESTS 
- Each obstacle is marked between 0 and 5 points, according to the amount of disobediences. 
- An obstacle which is not completed will be awarded 0 points. 
- Disobediences: prolonged hesitation/unwillingness/stubbornness/run outs/volts/refusals… 
-  

REFUSAL: A refusal is counted if the pony stops in front of a difficulty followed by some steps backwards. 
A stop, followed immediately by a jump from standstill is not counted as a refusal. 

RUN OUT: A run out is counted if a pony avoids completing the task asked by running out to the side of the 
obstacle. The pony should try to pass the obstacle successfully. 

VOLT: A volt is counted if a pony cuts across his tracks before going over or through an obstacle. After a 
refusal or run out, the participant may cut across his tracks to try to complete the obstacle without being 
penalised. 

OBSTACLE NOT COMPLETED: An obstacle is deemed to not have been completed, if after 3 consecutive 
attempts, the couple still not have passed over, or through the obstacle in the time span of approximately 
1 minute. 

COURSE ERROR RECTIFIED: A rectified course error is counted when a large lapse of time with large 
detour is used to go to the next obstacle. The jury may deduct points if they wish. 
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- The Fixed Tests are “immobility”, “picking up the 4 hooves”, “loading and unloading in to a 2 place 
horsebox or lorry”, have marks specific to each test. 

- A pony who has a mark of “0” for the “loading and unloading” test or “picking up the 4 hooves” test 
cannot receive a “Gold Award”. 

- If during the course, any course errors are rectified, the Jury may deduct points. 
- A course error, 3 tests that are not completed or a fall in the Ridden TACS will result in the 

elimination of the couple. 
- Excessive use of the stick or whip may be sanctioned and result in deduction of points. 
- The stick may be used as an indication of direction in a positive way. 
- All outside help is not allowed and may result in the deduction of points. 
- Help is allowed for young handlers aged under 12 years old. 
- The responsible adult should keep a slight distance and may reasonably encourage and help the 

Rider or Handler verbally without incurring a deduction of points. They should not touch or assist 
the pony, unless the couple is in danger. 

 

• POINTS FOR THE IN HAND PRESENTATION 
 

Model and type………./20 

Gaits and paces ………./15 

Presentation of the rider/handler/pony – cleanliness of equipment etc…………/2 

Technique of the presentation and behaviour of the rider/handler………./3 

 

IX – AWARDS AND PRIZES. 

The points awarded on the course and for the in hand presentation will be calculated out of 100 points, an 
award will be given to the pony or couple as follows: 

- GOLD AWARD – is given for 95 to 100 points out of a total of 100. 
- SILVER AWARD – is given for 84 to 94 points out of a total of 100. 
- BRONZE AWARD – is given for 67 to 83 points out of a total of 100. 
- ENCOURAGEMENT – is given for less than 67 points out of 100. 

 


